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Off The Podium is a global campaign of the United Steelworkers  
to Say ‘No’ to Rio Tinto’s involvement in the 2012 London  
Olympic Games.

Global mining giant Rio Tinto’s is an official supplier of the Olympic medals which allows it to 

promote its association with the most prestigious athletic games in the world. Yet Rio Tinto 

violates the Olympic spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play in its treatment of its employees, 

their families and communities. 

Rio Tinto’s track record of alleged human and labour rights violations and environmental 

devastation tarnishes the spirit of the Olympic Games. 

Rio Tinto has no place in the London 2012 Games and should get ‘off the podium!’ Their involvement 

insults Olympic athletes and tarnishes the spirit of the Games -- they deserve to be supported only  

by sponsors that live the Olympic values.

After all, no one wants to win tarnished gold.

The aims of this campaign are to pressure the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to reject the 

supplier deal with Rio Tinto and bring greater attention to Rio Tinto’s poor treatment of workers, their 

communities and the environment.

You can help by:

•	 Joining our campaign: Go to offthepodium.org and tell the IOC to reject the company’s 

Olympic involvement!

•	 Spreading the word: Get your friends and family involved and get the latest news on 

our campaign. Download our online tools to help spread the message that Rio Tinto’s 

sponsorship should be withdrawn.

•	 Joining our Action Team: When you join the Action Team, you will get the inside scoop on 

all the happenings with the Off The Podium campaign, including invitations to take part in 

targeted campaign actions and events.
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About Rio Tinto

Rio Tinto is one of the world’s largest mining companies, 

with over $65 billion in revenue in 2011. With its HQ in the 

UK and Australia, Rio Tinto operates in 40 countries, mining 

and processing metals, diamonds and other minerals.

Rio Tinto likes to position itself as a responsible and 

sustainable company, but its track record proves otherwise.  

It has been the subject of criticism and legal action on 

allegations related to environmental damage, human rights 

abuses and labour violations in countries around the world:  

Here are just a few examples of Rio Tinto’s track record…

•	 Alleged forcible eviction of citizens, contamination of 

local waterways, and human rights violations at the 

Kelian Gold Mine in Indonesia.

•	 Rio Tinto executives have been found guilty of bribery 

and stealing commercial secrets by a Chinese court and 

sentenced to lengthy jail terms.

•	 Environmental damage and pollution at U.S. mines in 

Utah, Michigan, and Wisconsin.  

•	 Disregard for the local communities and environments 

at mines in Namibia, Madagascar, and Cameroon. 

•	 Allegations of massive environmental destruction and 

serious human rights violations at the Grasberg Mine, 

in West Papua, Indonesia.

•	 Lockouts of workers in Boron, California and Alma, 

Quebec in the past two years.

The Current Situation 
in Alma, Quebec

Since January 1, 2012, Rio Tinto has 

locked out hundreds of workers in 

Alma, Quebec who refuse to accept 

that retiring unionized members be 

replaced with precarious contract 

workers earning 50% less in 

wages. The workers in Alma are 

united in standing up for future 

generations of workers from their 

small-town community. This effort 

by Rio Tinto in to drive down living 

wages at one of the most profitable 

aluminum smelters in the world 

sets a dangerous precedent for 

mining workers and communities 

everywhere. This appears to be  

part of Rio Tinto’s broader corporate 

strategy to increase profits and 

reduce costs at its operations 

worldwide by turning decent, family 

and community-supporting jobs into 

temporary and low-paying contracts 

with no benefits.


